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SQ 780 Amended Statutes 
Overview

Crime Statute

Simple Possession 63 O.S. 2-402

Grand Larceny 21 O.S. 1704-1705

Receiving / Possessing / Concealing Stolen Property 21 O.S. 1713

Larceny of Domesticated Fish or Game 21 O.S. 1719.1

Larceny of Oil / Gasoline 21 O.S. 1722

Larceny of Merchandise from a Retailer 21 O.S. 1731

Embezzlement 21 O.S. 1451

Defrauding an Innkeeper 21 O.S. 1503

Defrauding a Motor Vehicle Rental Company 21 O.S. 1521

Fraud by False Pretense, Deception, or Bogus Check 21 O.S. 1541.1, 1541.2, and 1541.3

False Declaration of Ownership 59 O.S. 1512
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Mass Incarceration is Not Spread 
Evenly

Jails and prisons consistently 
overrepresent certain demographic 
groups, meaning that the negative 
consequences of the criminal justice 
system, whether economic, social, or 
psychological, are concentrated within a 
relatively small segment of the 
population. Factors such as economic 
attainment, education level, age, gender, 
and race all play a significant role in 
shaping an individual’s likelihood of 
incarceration, with systemic disparities 
reinforcing cycles of disadvantage

50% 50%

Demographics of Mass Incarceration
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Disadvantage & 
Incarceration

Disadvantage refers to the clustering of poverty, 
unemployment, low education, and other signs of 

economic hardship within a specific area or 
neighborhood. Rather than being spread out, 
these challenges are stacked on top of each 

other in the same communities, creating 
environments where opportunity is scarce and 

hardship is deeply entrenched.

A Cycle



SLIDESM
ANIA.C

OM

In the first full year after release, about 49 percent of ex-prisoners 
earn less than $500—as reported on a W2 or tax return.

50%

10%

Meanwhile, 10 percent of incarcerated people’s children do not 
finish high school or attend college (nearly double the national 
high school dropout rate of 5.4 percent), often choosing to leave 
school and enter the labor force early in order to make up for the 
lost wages of their parents

Economic 
Effects of 
Incarcerati
on
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Housing Instability & 
Mobility

In Tulsa, 56% of PiT respondents experiencing 
homelessness mentioned a personal history of 

incarceration. (PiT Count, 2023). 

The likelihood that a respondent will leave a 
non-poor area for a poor area is nearly 

quadrupled if that respondent has a history of 
incarceration.” (Warner, 2016). 

Incarceration 
Destabilizes
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This cycle 
creates 
crime 
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Economic Disadvantage & 
Crime
A study of over 150 
American cities found that 
“the strongest indicator of 
violent crime rates across 
cities was concentrated 
disadvantage.” (McGarrel, 
2010). 

The effect of 
disadvantage on homicide 
is somewhat mitigated 
when poverty is less 
spatially concentrated. 
(Hannon, 2023). 

Studies show that relative economic deprivation, or how 
much more disadvantaged one neighborhood is compared 
to those close by, is a more robust predictor of property 
crime. (Chamberlain, 2015). 
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Housing Instability & Crime

In Phoenix, researchers 
find “a direct effect of 
foreclosures on intimate 
partner violence.” 
(Wallace, 2021). 

A large study of American 
metro areas finds “that 
increasing rates of home 
vacancy . . . . were 
significantly associated 
with burglary rates.” 
(Jones, 2016). 

One study of American 
residences finds that 
“housing turnover is a 
transition that 
independently increases 
the risk that a dwelling 
will experience a crime.” 
(Xie, 2018). 
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Substance Use & Crime

One study found that 
alcohol use disorder 
accounted for 
approximately 4.6% to 
9.3% of reported violent 
offenses. (Boden, 2012). 

A meta-analysis of 
medical examiner studies 
estimated that 32 percent 
of homicide victims were 
intoxicated when they 
were killed. (Smith, 1999). 

Researchers find “a 
significant linear 
relationship between 
criminal activity and 
frequency of drug use,” 
meaning that more 
frequent drug use creates 
more criminal activity. 
(French, 2000). 
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SQ 780: A 
Cycle 

Breaking 
Reform
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Property Crime is down
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Statewide Felony 
filings are down 

45% since 2016. 

45%

Statewide 
misdemeanor filings 
are down 28% since 

2016. 

28%

Since the passage 
of SQ780, the 

number of new 
prison sentences 
has dropped by 

47%

47%

The amount of 
new drug 
sentences 

resulting in prison 
has declined by an 

astounding 77%

77%

New sentences for 
property crimes 
have declined by 

52%. 

52%

Statewide court processes are 
down.
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Evidence Against Crime 
Reporting Bias.

● The National Crime Victimization Survey has seen 
a rise of 8% of those unwilling to report property 
crime to police since 2016

● Over the same period, the rate of individuals 
choosing not to report violent crimes has 
decreased.

● Further, while the crime decrease in Oklahoma is 
consistent with national trends, the magnitude is 
much larger. For example, the National Crime 
Victimization Survey shows a close to 14% drop in 
property crime victimizations across the United 
States.
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SQ 781: The 
Promise of 
Investment 

in Crime 
Prevention
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Timeline

Future20252023202220172016

SQ 780 and 
SQ 781 
passed.

SQ 780 went 
into effect

HB 2153 
makes the 
4th+ offense 
for simple 
possession a 
felony again

SB 844 
finally 
appropriates 
12.5 million 
annually to 
the 
Community 
Safety 
Investment 
Fund

SB 251 
changes the 
formula to 
give a floor 
amount for 
rural 
counties

LOFT has 
calculated 
the savings 
at 17.9 
million 
annually but 
the fund is 
receiving 
12.5 million
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24% of the 
collected county 
applications are 

expanding 
treatment court

24%

Beyond treatment 
courts, every county 
(100%) that applied 

is utilizing new 
money to expand 
mental health and 
substance abuse 
treatment options 

generally

100%

20% of collected 
county 

applications create 
specific programs 
and employees to 

offer housing 
assistance to 

those with criminal 
legal system 
involvement

20%

Several counties 
(28%) have 

chosen to spend at 
least some of the 
Community Safety 
Investment Fund 
money on reentry 
services from local 

jails.

28%

24% of county 
applications were 
planning to use at 
least some of the 
money offered by 
the Community 

Safety Investment 
Fund to create and 
expand diversion 

opportunities. 

24%

Applications Solving Real 
Problems.
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 Community 
Safety 

Investment 
Fund 

Opportuniti
es
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Incarceration Hotspots

Counties such as Greer, Harmon, and Texas 
have elevated incarceration rates, in some 

cases over 4x higher than Oklahoma County. 
These incarceration rates are not necessarily 

responsive to crime rates. For example, Greer 
County ranks 1st in prison sentences per 

100,000 people but 60th in property crime 
rate and 17th in violent crime rate. 

Areas with High 
Incarceration



SLIDESM
ANIA.C

OM

State Provided Treatment 
Deployment
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Property Crime Hotspots

Some counties, like Osage and Okfuskee, are 
clear outliers with some of the highest crime 
rates in the State. For example, the property 

crime rate for Osage County is nearly 3x larger 
than Tulsa County and is the state leader in 

violent crime rates as well. Even as it remains 
the highest rate in the State, the property 

crime rate in Osage has decreased since 2016 
by 31%, and the violent crime rate has 

decreased by nearly 11%.

Areas with High Property 
Crime Rates
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Reliance on Misdemeanors

The map of misdemeanor filings shows some 
areas that utilize the misdemeanor court system 

more than others. Unfortunately, the vast 
majority of high misdemeanor utilization counties 

do not have any form of misdemeanor diversion 
programs. In fact, of the ten counties that have 

the highest misdemeanor filing rate, only 1 (Love 
County) has an active misdemeanor diversion 

program. Of those ten counties with the highest 
misdemeanor filing rates, only three—Cotton, 

Custer, and Blaine Counties—applied for 
Community Safety Investment funding.

Areas with High 
Misdemeanor Filing Rates
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Thank you!
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