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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL 

 

DATE:  6/27/2025 

 

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):  
 

Pittman, Ajay 

    

TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL: 

Food Insecurity and Access: Mapping, Incentives, and Agricultural Solutions 
 

EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL: This study 

will explore the Agricultural framework of the structural and geographic barriers to accessing healthy, 

affordable food in both urban and rural parts of Oklahoma. It will focus on three key areas: 

1. Mapping and Identifying Food Deserts 

o Update GIS data to reflect current food access disparities by ZIP code and legislative 

district. 

o Examine contributing factors such as the closure of full-service grocery stores, lack of 

transportation, and the prevalence of high-cost, low-nutrition corner stores. 

2. Policy Tools to Attract Grocery Retailers 

o Review existing financial incentives and development tools such as the Healthy Food 

Financing Initiative (HFFI), Tax Increment Financing (TIF), tax abatements, and state-

backed loan guarantees. 

o Analyze models from other states, including successes and challenges in Pennsylvania 

and Louisiana, and evaluate their relevance to Oklahoma communities. 

o Include options for supporting mobile markets and community-led food cooperatives. 

3. Support for Local Agriculture and SNAP Users 

o Evaluate the reach and effectiveness of the Double Up Oklahoma (DUO) program, which 

matches SNAP benefits for fresh produce at farmers’ markets. 

o Explore opportunities for expansion into rural, tribal, and underserved communities to 

support both local food systems and low-income families. 

The goal of this study is to develop actionable policy recommendations that will help reduce food 

insecurity, improve public health outcomes, and support Oklahoma's local farmers and grocers. 

 

IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, 

LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES: 

 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau  

 

Oklahoma State Department of 

Agriculture 

Langston University School of 

Agriculture and Applied Sciences  

 

Regional Food Bank 
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Oklahoma State University – 

Ferguson College of Agriculture 

 

 

Agriculture  Professors, including 

Metro Tech    

National Women In Agriculture 

Association: Oklahoma Chapter  

Oklahoma Institute for Child 

Advocacy 

 


